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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO ELDER ABUSE 
Final Report — “‘I never thought it would happen to me’: When trust is broken” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.06 am]: I am directed to present the final report of the 
Select Committee into Elder Abuse entitled “‘I never thought it would happen to me’: When trust is broken”. 

[See paper 1787.] 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: In accordance with our standing orders, as chair of the committee I now have a mere 
three minutes to speak to a report that the Select Committee into Elder Abuse has made following its 12-month 
inquiry. The select committee heard from stakeholders and consulted extensively with the community during this 
inquiry. We learnt that elder abuse affects almost one in 10 older people. The full extent of elder abuse in the 
community is unknown. A lack of reliable data impedes an effective response from agencies and support services. 
Elder abuse is a single or repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, that occurs in a relationship with an older 
person where there is an expectation of trust, and that causes harm or distress to the older person. Elder abuse can 
appear in many forms other than physical harm. It can be psychological, financial, social or sexual abuse or neglect. 
The committee found that financial exploitation and psychological abuse are the most common forms of elder 
abuse and can be, distressingly, often perpetrated together. Older people, irrespective of background, have the 
potential to be subject to elder abuse. There are risk factors, however, that make certain individuals and population 
groups more vulnerable to abuse than others. 
The select committee has made 51 findings and 35 recommendations for action in its final report. 
Recommendations cover a broad range of key areas, including urgent legislative reform in the area of enduring 
powers of attorney and the Criminal Code relating to property offences. The committee also recommends, 
amongst other things, the creation of a state register of enduring documents to provide greater certainty for older 
people who have an enduring power of attorney or enduring power of guardianship or who may wish to create 
one in the future. 
The select committee found that community awareness of elder abuse is an issue. One of the most effective ways 
to prevent elder abuse in the community is to raise awareness in the community and educate both older people and 
those who interact with them on the warning signs of elder abuse. If anyone is suffering from elder abuse or has 
a loved one who may be suffering from abuse, the select committee urges them to contact the Advocare elder 
abuse helpline on 1300 724 679 to seek assistance. 
I acknowledge the professionalism of my fellow committee members, especially my learned friends Hon Alison Xamon 
and Hon Matthew Swinbourn and, of course, my good friend Hon Tjorn Sibma. I also wish to highlight the 
tremendous contribution that has been made by the secretariat of the committee, without whose professionalism it 
would have simply been impossible to conduct this 12-month inquiry. I commend the report to the house. 
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